ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY AND LAW
UA REVIEW
To receive Environmental Policy and Law by e-mail, send a message with the
text "get weeklyupdates" to office@rac.org.ua

No 7 (2017)
May 3, 2017
Review’s Archive: www.rac.org.ua/en/review/biweekly-review
©Resource & Analysis Center “Society and Environment”

HIGHLIGHTS
A LONG ROAD TO EMISSIONS TRADING SYSTEM
On April 24, 2017, Ostap Semerak, Ukrainian Minister of Environment, presented a roadmap for national
emissions trading system in Ukraine.
The goals and benefits of the system presented include attracting investments, removing potential barriers on Ukraine’s export (primarily to the EU), improving energy and carbon intensity of the Ukraine’s
economy, access to regional and world emissions trading markets, stimulating capital investments in energy saving technologies. In addition, this process fully complies with Ukraine’s international commitments, in particular the EU-Ukraine Association Agreement.
Setting an emissions trading system will be preceded by development of the monitoring, reporting and
verification of greenhouse gas emissions system (MRV system). Related draft law will be submitted to
the Parliament by the end of 2017, said Mykola Kuzio, vice minister for European integration. At this
stage, information on emissions is gathered through National greenhouse gases inventory, which is annually submitted to UN Climate Change Convention secretariat.
The Concept for Implementation of the State Climate Change Policy till 2030, adopted in December 2016,
links setting a national emissions trading system to the adoption of a national strategy on low carbon
development.

MARINE STRATEGY: NEW CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR UKRAINE ON ITS EURO-INTEGRATION
ROAD
In April 2017 the Ministry of Environment of Ukraine presented a draft Marine Strategy and started public
consultations on the annotated version of the draft. These developments stem from implementation of
the Marine Strategy Framework Directive 2008/56/EU. According to Annex XXX of the EU-Ukraine Association Agreement, Ukraine’s marine strategy must be developed by November 2018, and the directive to
be implemented by November 2021.
The directive establishes a common approach and objectives for the prevention, protection and conservation of the marine environment against damaging human activities. It requires countries to develop
strategies to achieve ‘good environmental status’. The directive contains a set of 11 qualitative
‘descriptors’ for EU countries to consider when devising their strategies to achieve good environmental
status of their waters, covering 60 indicators in total.
Implementing the directive by Ukraine poses a number of challenges. In particular, Ukraine needs to introduce a revised marine environment monitoring system to cover all good environmental status indicators, carry out monitoring of the exclusive economic zone, describe conditions relevant for Azov and
Black seas.
Yet, the directive’s implementation in the EU varies among the member states. This opens a way for
Ukraine with new opportunities for a joint work with EU member states and paving the way for achieving
good environmental status of the Black and Azov seas.
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BLITZ-ANALYTICS
MID-TERM PRIORITY ACTION PLAN OF THE GOVERNMENT TILL 2020

Government’s goal: ensuring increase in citizens wellbeing and quality of life as a result of
economic development
Environmental quality of life is not reflected! Economy is not the only factor which matters!
No environmental goals !

Goal 1

Goal 2

Goal 3

Goal 4

Goal 5

Economic growth

Effective governance

Human capital development

Rule of law and fight
against corruption

Security and defense

Renewable
energy development

Targets:
 at least 8,3% renewables share
2017

 at least 11% renewables share in

Preventing
climate
change and
adaptation

Targets:
 total GHG emissions do not exceed 2008-2013 levels
 HCFC consumption in 2017, 2018,
2019 does not exceed 16,42
tones of ozone depleting potential
 two laws, two strategies
 two solar power plants in 2017 (at
least 1MWt each)

Natural
heritage
conservation

Targets:
 setting up/increase of 5 protected areas
 15% protected areas share in total
country land area by 2020

Good environmental
governance

Targets:
 Targets are not specific:
revision of main national
environmental policy
tasks, decreasing number
of inspections, open data
registers, etc.

Organic
agriculture
development

Targets:
 increase of lands allocated for
organic farming to 450,000 ha in
2017
 annual increase of such lands by
0,05% of total agriculture land
area

Ensure energy efficiency
and energy
saving

Targets:
 reach 67,581 participants in the
Program and loans (1193,5M
UAH) in 2017
 saving 1 B m3 of gas annually
 5% energy saving in 2017
 9% energy saving in 2020

Effective and
safe wastes
management

Targets:
 annual 5% increase of recycling
 10% decrease in wastes generation
 10% decrease of wastes stored at
illegal sties
 20% decrease of the number of
illegal dump sites

For example, ‘European valuable natural habitats are taken under protection’.

2020

In Goal 2 environment related targets are not measurable in most cases .

Green economy missing! Environmental issues are not integrated into all areas!

The only two goals, which include environmental issues

 One specific target: 2-3 administrative services to be delivered electronically

Sustainable
water management

Targets:
 9 river basins boundaries set by
the end of 2017

 9 river basin management plans
developed by 2020, Azov and
Black Sea basins boundaries set
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