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HIGHLIGHTS
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT AGENDA IN TRADE CONTEXT

The commitment by the EU and Ukraine to develop trade relations in compliance with sustainable development principles was reflected in Chapter 13 “Trade and Sustainable Development” of the EU-Ukraine
Association Agreement.
A meeting of the EU-Ukraine subcommittee on trade and sustainable development was held in Brussels
on May 29-30, 2017. Next day civil society forum on sustainable development was held. The agendas of
both meetings included important for Ukraine issues: sustainable use of forests (in the context of
Ukraine’s export ban for unprocessed wood), implementation of key conventions of the International
Labour Organization and multilateral environmental agreements. Civil society forum also addressed animal well-fare.
Ukraine got its home-work, which needs to be done by the next subcommittee meeting (second quarter
of 2018). The tasks include, inter alia, many commitments on reforming forestry, involvement of EU technical support into such reforms, development of an effective and transparent forestry management system, setting clear timeframes for development of 100% coverage electronic forests inventory. The civil
society of Ukraine, apart from providing recommendations, needs to create an advisory group on sustainable development (this time only ad-hoc delegation was set up).
UKRAINIAN PRIMEVAL FORESTS COME UNDER PROTECTION

On May 23, 2017, the Parliament adopted a law of Ukraine on “Amendments to some legal acts
of Ukraine regarding protection of primeval forests in line with Framework Convention on Protection and Sustainable Development of Carpathians” (No.4480).
Primeval forests – untouched territories, which emerged and developed strictly under natural
factors without any human intervention. Primeval forests have great environmental, scientific
and cultural importance. They are habitats for immense amount of red book species, as well as
contribute significantly to climate regulation. Tree cuttings is a key threat to primeval forests:
they cannot be restored afterwards.
WWF experts state that, as of beginning of 2017, there were 85 thousand hectares of ancient
forests identified in Ukraine, including 54 thousand hectares of primeval forests. Yet, just a portion of them is part of Primeval Beech Forests of Carpathians and the Ancient Beech Forests of
Germany”, thus under legal protection. The rest is part of commercial lands and do not enjoy
such protection.
The adopted law will harmonize Ukraine’s legislation with European laws and will allow to take
all primeval forests under protection in Ukraine. In particular, the Forestry Code will not include
a new definition of “primeval forests” and “quasi primeval forests”, as well include those into
the category of protected territories. In addition, the law prohibits any cuttings on primeval forests protected sites, as well as full, sanitary and gradual cuttings around primeval forests. Finally, destruction and damage to primeval forests may be administrative and criminal offence.
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BLITZ-ANALYTICS
UKRAINE’S LONG ROAD TO EIA: A GLANCE INTO THE PAST

1988

Decision by the Central Committee of the Communist Party and Cabinet of Ministers of Soviet Union
of January 7, 1988, No.32 “On full redevelopment of the nature protection framework in the country”,
which introduced the system of environmental expertiza

1991

June 25, 1991 – Ukraine’s law “On environmental protection”, which set general framework for environmental expertiza

1995

Special law adopted “On environmental expertiza”, which set detailed framework for expertiza, including its goals, tasks and procedure

2005

Aarhus Convention Compliance Committee found expertiza legislation to be in non-compliance with
international obligations regarding public participation (the case remains under follow-up review)

2008

Espoo Convention Implementation Committee found Ukraine to be in non-compliance with its obligations regarding transboundary EIA during construction of the Danube – Black Sea shipping canal, as
well as non-compliance of the expertiza legal framework with the Convention’s provisions (the case
remains under follow-up review)

2010

The Parliament of Ukraine ratified the protocol on accession to the Energy Community, which sets the
obligation to implement EIA directive by January 1, 2013 (for energy sector)

2011

The Parliament of Ukraine adopted a law “On regulating urban construction”, which practically abolished environmental expertiza

2012

The Ministry of Environment made efforts to bring back environmental expertiza by draft law No.10651

March 21, 2014, EU-Ukraine Association Agreement was signed, which includes the obligation to fully
implement Directive 2011/92/EU on EIA

2014

2015

Draft law on EIA No.4972 was registered in the parliament, which was opposed by the environmental
ministry due to non-permitting model of EIA

A new draft law No.2109a was registered in the Parliament (another attempt to bring back post-Soviet
environmental expertiza system), as well new draft law on EIA No.20009a (permitting model developed on the basis of draft No.4972)

In September 2016 the Energy Community Secretariat opened a compliance procedure against
Ukraine due to lack of implementation of the EIA directive

2016

2017

In October the Parliament, following hard work of the Minister of Environment O.Semerak, adopts
the law “On environmental impact assessment” (draft No.2009a-d), which was vetoed by the President of Ukraine

The Parliament adopts a revised draft of the law “On environmental impact assessment” after incorporating President’s comments
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