











Unique ecosystems
of Ukraine will add to
the biodiversity of

the European Union

Ukraine has a large potential to amplify populations, ecosys-
tems, and species diversity in the EU. Ukraine’s accession to the
EU will mean diversification, protecting more vulnerable areas,
forests, and valuable ecosystems, and also the possibility to
enhance the protecting efforts at the EU and global levels.




Ukraine's biota has over 74,000 species. Of them, flora includes over
27,000 (5,100 vascular plant species), and over 12,000 species of fungi.
The fauna of Ukraine has over 45,000 species, including over 35,000
insects, almost 3,500 other arthropods, 1,800 protozoans, 1,600 thread-
worms, 1,280 of flatworms, and 440 annelids, over 270 species and
subspecies of fish and round-mouthed fishes, 22 species of amphibians,
about 25 species of reptiles, over 430 bird species, and about 120 spe-
cies of mammals. Ukraine covers less than 6% of Europe’s territory but
hosts about 35% of its biodiversity in populations (Ministry for the Protec-
tion of Environment and Natural Resources of Ukraine, 2021).
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Forest area share in Ukraine is 15.9%. The total
area of forests of Ukraine is 10.4 min ha. The
protected areas, as of the end of 2021, cover 4.5
min ha (State Statistics Service of Ukraine, 2022).
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25% of the cross-border site “Ancient and

Primeval Beech Forests of the Carpathians
and Other Regions of Europe” are located
in Ukraine (Ministry for the Protection of
i T . Environment and Natural Resources of
Ana Ukraine, 2021).
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Ukraine is internationally important for wild birds: 434 species, 18 bird species under
the threat of extinction, 19 species with over 15% of the European population
residing in Ukraine (BirdLife International, 2022).
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Ukraine will also reinforce the provision of ecosystem services within the EU, such
as pollination. Pollination is one of the most essential ecosystem services critical
for food security of the mankind, and for the functioning of natural ecosystems. It is
primarily about feral bees, that are over 20,000 species in the world. About 2,500 of

them are found in Europe, and 900 are in Ukraine (UNCG, 2020).



Ukrainians and EU
citizens share common
environmental values

Environmental protection is equally important for both EU citizens
and Ukrainians. This testifies to a shared value space and effective
integration of Ukrainians into the European community. The active
civil society of Ukraine, working in the field of environment and
climate change, will become an important locomotive for the
promotion of green reforms at the level of the European Union.




95% of Ukrainian people find environment protection personally
important, as 94% Europeans do.
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The share of people who believe that
environment protection is very important or
rather important for them personally is different
in EU member states — from 99% in Portugal and
Sweden to 86% in Austria. The response level in
Ukraine (95%) is similar to Belgium, Slovenia,
and Finland.
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Source: Eurobarometer (2079),
Resource and Analysis Center “Society and Environment” (2023)

Citizens of Ukraine and the EU consider that climate change is a serious problem. Nine
out of ten respondents during a survey confirmed it (93% in the EU, and 91% in Ukraine).
Almost eight out of ten respondents in the EU (78%) believe that climate change is a very
big problem, and 15% believe it a rather big problem.

Ukrainians and Europeans also have the same vision about such environmental issues as
air pollution (second most important problem) and increase of waste (third most
important problem).
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MOST IMPORTANT ENVIRONMENTAL PROBLEMS,
ACCORDING TO RESPONDENTS
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Civil society organizations in Ukraine play an important role in reforming the
country. They work at international, national, and local levels. Ukraine’s EU
membership will empower civil society in the EU, and open new opportunities
for environmental and climate change advocacy.

Civil society organizations working in the environment and climate related
areas in Ukraine are highly diverse. They work on reforming environmental
and climate areas, including all major areas of concern: from waste
management to nature preservation. Many organizations have been actively
promoting the principles and goals of the European Green Deal into the
process of national and local environmental and climate policy making. Many
organizations are members of European networks of environmental
organizations or associations.

As of 2019, Ukraine had 272 active eco-NGOs (IRF, 2019). Ukrainian Climate
Network includes 38 organizations, the specialized working group of the
Ukrainian side of the Ukraine-EU Civil Society Platform has 51 organizations,
environment and energy group of the Ukrainian National Platform of the Civil
Society Forum of Eastern Partnership includes 20 organizations.
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The paper was developed with the support of the International Renaissance Foun-
dation within the project “On the Way to EU Membership: Tasks in the Area of Envi-
ronment Protection and Climate Change” implemented by the Resource and Anal-
ysis Center “Society and Environment.”

The paper reflects the position of authors and does not necessarily reflect the
position of the International Renaissance Foundation.

International Renaissance Foundation is one of the largest charities in Ukraine
that has been supporting the development of open society based on democratic
principles since 1990. Over the period of their activities, the Foundation has
supported ab. 20,000 projects engaging into their implementation over 60,000
activists and organizations of Ukraine for the total amount of over USD 200 min.
Website:

Facebook:

Resource and Analysis Center “Society and Environment” is a non-profit think tank
established in 2006 focusing on environmental policy and law research, capacity
building and implementation of innovative initiatives in Ukraine and regionally
(Eastern Europe, Caucasus and Central Asia).

@ Resource and Analysis Center “Society and Environment”, 2023.



